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Grade: 4 
Lesson Number: 10 
Unit Name: Word use 
Course: BolI 
Title:  Understanding Antonyms and Synonyms using a Dictionary 
 
Standards 
Standard 1:  Oral and Silent Reading 

• Students achieve fluent oral and silent reading, through understanding of basic 
features of reading, including letter patterns and their translation into spoken 
language. 
o Students decode regular multi-syllabic words, including knowledge of prefixes 

and suffixes (be-, re-, etc.).
o Students distinguish and interpret words with multiple meanings.  
o Students use sentence and word context to find the meaning of unfamiliar words. 
o Students use a dictionary to learn the meaning and features of unfamiliar words. 
o Students understand and explain common antonyms and synonyms. 
o Students read aloud fluently and accurately and with appropriate intonation and 

expression. 
 
Objective 

1. Students will understand and explain common antonyms and synonyms.  
2. Students will use a dictionary to find antonyms and synonyms and identify the 

meaning of unfamiliar words.  
 
Prerequisites 

• Teacher and students have experience using a Pañjābī dictionary.  
 
Materials 

• Chart paper  
• Markers 
• Blackline Master #1 (see below) 
• Pencils  
• Class set of Pañjābī dictionaries (Panjabi University, Patiala)  

 
Advanced Preparation 

• Write the definitions for antonym and synonym on chart paper and put them up where 
students can see them in the room (definitions attached below).

• Make photocopies of Black-line Master #1 (attached below).
• Write a list of antonyms and synonyms on letter size paper for you to use during the 

game (examples attached below).
 
Engagement (15-20 minutes) 

• Ask students what an antonym is. Draw their attention to the definition that is posted 
in the room.  
o Antonyms are words that have opposite meanings.  
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ijhnW SbdW dy ArQ ie~k dUsry qoN ivroDI/aulty hox auhnW nUM ivroDI/ivroDwrQk Sbd 
kihMdy hn[ 

• Give students an example of what an antonym is (e.g., up-down: aupr-Qly, upar-thale). 
o ijvyN: su`qw-jwgdw, KwlI-BirAw, su`kw-hrw, gMdw-sohxw, motw-pqlw, cMgw-mwVw, hOlI-au~cI, 

CotI-v`fI, kwlw-ic`tw, zwlm-idAwlU   
• Follow the same process again this time asking students what a synonym is and 

providing an example of what a synonym is.  
o Synonyms are words that have a similar meaning (e.g., grm-q`qw, garam-tattA). 

ijhnW SbdW dy ArQ ie`ko ijhy hox auhnW nUM smwnwrQk Sbd kihMdy hn[ ijvyN: jl-pwxI, 
Gr-mkwn, kuVI-lVkI, murgw-ku`kV, vIr-Brw, sbjI-BwjI, rotI-Pulkw, ru`K-dR`Kq, 
bu`Fw-bzurg 

 
Antonym/ Synonym Jeopardy Game 

• Divide the class in half, thus forming two teams. Have each team line up separately.  
The team members at the front of each line compete against one another.  

• Explain that you will call out a word and the first person to say the antonym matching 
that word gets a point. Each time a team gets the answer right give them a point that 
is recorded on a chart (see example attached below).

• Play the game again but this time focus on finding synonyms. Keep playing until each 
player gets two or three chances to answer.   

• Congratulate all students on their efforts at the end of the game.   
 
Point Chart Example 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exploration (35 minutes) 
Synonym/Antonym Assignment 

• Review with the class how to use a Pañjābī dictionary.  Make sure to point out where 
antonyms and synonyms for a word are found in a dictionary. 

• Give each student a dictionary and a copy of Blackline Master #1. Have them find 
each word in the dictionary and write an antonym and synonym for it. Students then 
write a definition of the word and use it in a simple sentence. Complete the first 
question as a class so they understand what to do (See example attached below).   

 
 

 
Team 1                                        Team 2    
     lll                                            llll           
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Explanation/Extension (5-10 minutes) 
• Review the definitions for antonyms and synonyms. Say a word and ask a student to 

tell you the appropriate antonym or synonym in response.  
• Extension: For those students who complete the assignment quickly and effectively, 

have them divide into pairs and give each pair a dictionary. Have one student open 
the dictionary and say a word while the other partner tries to say an antonym or 
synonym for the word; then they switch, so each person gets a turn.  

 
Evaluation  

• Check for understanding through questioning the examples that children provide. 
• Evaluate definition sheets.  
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Teacher Resources 
 
          
Name_______________________________   Date________________________ 
 
 
Instructions:  Using a dictionary, for each word write its antonym, synonym, definition and 
use it in simple sentence. 
 
 
Example    au~pr 
Antonym Q`ly 
Synonym au~qy 
Definition           

            

             

Sentence           

            

             

 
 
 
Word          

Antonym       

Synonym       

Definition           

            

             

Sentence           
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Name_______________________________   Date________________________ 
 
 
Instructions:  Using a dictionary, for each word write its antonym, synonym, definition and 
use it in simple sentence. 
 
 
Example    �����

Antonym ���	 
Synonym ��
�	 
Definition           

            

             

Sentence           

            

             

 
 
 
Word    � � � � � �

Antonym � � � � �  

Synonym � � � � �  

Definition           

            

             

Sentence           

            

                           


