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Grade: 3 
Lesson Number: 5 
Course: Bolī 
Title:  Dictionary Skills – II 

Standards 
Standard 3: Reference Materials 

• Students understand the purposes of various reference materials.
o Students understand the purpose of the English-Pañjābī Dictionary.

Objectives 
1. Students will use the English-Pañjābī Dictionary to look up and illustrate three to four

vocabulary terms. 
2. Students will work in a group to create a story with a word bank.

Prerequisites 
• Dictionary Skills - Lesson I activities need to be completed prior to this lesson.

Materials 
• English-Pañjābī Dictionary ISBN 81-7380-095-2
• Pañjābī-English Dictionary ISBN 81-7380-096-1
• Gurmukhī alphabet chart
• Gurmukhī alphabet letters written on plain paper 8 ½ X 11
• Vocabulary word list – provided below
• Index cards
• Pencils
• Chart paper
• Markers
• Notebook paper
• Plain paper 8 ½ x 11
• Color pencils, crayons, etc.
• Copies of the Vocabulary Definition Sheet

Advanced Preparation 
• Use the Gurmukhī alphabet letters written on 8 ½ x 11 paper in the previous lesson.

Staple or tape the letters on the wall. This will be a permanent part of the class. Any 
new vocabulary that is learnt should be written on an index card and then taped under 
the appropriate letter (the letter that the word begins with). 

• Write the Vocabulary words from the list on to index cards. Each student needs to
have at least three to four words. 

• Make copies of the Vocabulary Definition Sheet – each student needs one – ask them
to use it as a template. They should create their own sheets using plain 8 ½ x 11 
paper. Each word will be defined on a single sheet of paper – teachers may choose to 
use the back of the paper also. 



SojhI BolI 

© 2013 Sikh Research Institute 12 

Engagement (20 minutes) 
• Greet the students and have them get settled.
• Ask students to make sure their names are on their Dictionary Skills worksheet

completed for homework from the previous class.
• Once all the homework is collected, pass it out again making sure that students get a

different student’s paper instead of their own.
• Ask student to write “Corrected by: (their name)” on the other student’s paper.
• As a class, correct the homework papers; ask students to circle mistake(s) and write

the number of correct responses on the top of the paper.
• Collect the papers – students will receive these at the end of the session.
• Next, explain to students that they will be working both independently and then in a

group.
• First they need to work individually for about 10-15 minutes. Each student will be

given three to four vocabulary terms along with a Vocabulary Definition Sheet and
three to four pieces of plain white paper.

• Using the Vocabulary Definition Sheet as a template, students need to find the
definitions and illustrate the three vocabulary terms they received.

Exploration (30 minutes) 
• Next, students will get into groups of four (the other students should all have different

vocabulary terms).
• Students will teach their team members the new vocabulary terms.
• Once everyone in the team has become familiar with the new vocabulary, the group

will work together to create a story using the new vocabulary.
• The teacher needs to read and approve the story. Once the story is approved, the

group needs to re-write the story but leaving blanks in place of the vocabulary words.
• As groups complete this assignment, they will exchange their story with another

group because all of the groups have the same vocabulary words. As groups one and
two exchange their stories, they now need to try to fill in the vocabulary words into
the new story.

Explanation/Extension (10 minutes) 
• As students complete this, they will read the other group’s story in front of the class.

The other group will decide if the group presenting did a good job. Remind children
that they need to give constructive criticism, as opposed to just saying they didn’t like
the story. They should share their ideas in Pañjābī.

• Return student homework from previous class.

Evaluation (On-going) 
• For homework – if students have not completed the four components of the

Vocabulary Definition Sheet for their three words, they need to complete that. If they
have completed their vocabulary words, ask them to take their template home and
find three to five new vocabulary words they weren’t familiar with but learned during
the week. Allow students to present their homework at the beginning of the next
class.
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Teacher Resources 

 Vocabulary 

iek One eyvfu the great eIK sugarcane 
sMgiq Congregation srIr body sWvlw dark-skinned 
hiQ Hand hjwr thousand htI shop hIr diamond 
kmlu Lotus flower kys hair kurshu earth ikRpwn kirpan 
Kyq Field Kyl game Kwdw eaten 
gwh Ocean gw to sing igrwis morsels of food 
Gir Home GoVw horses Gwly counted 
is|I Horn 
cMd Moon cuBY pierces caudis fourteen cit lick 
Cqu Canopy Cih six  Cqru umbrella 
jgqu World jpu to recite jVqw studded with jewels 
iJm To drip softly iJlkY shine/glitter JolI begging bowl 
suM\Y Empty is\wix to recognize sluM\u skirt of a garment 
tIfu Grasshopper tUtI broken tuMfw armless tohxI cane 
TMFw Cold Twk block(age) TgvwVw robber Twkur master 
fMfw Stick fUbIAly to drown fMfauq bow down 
FyrI Pile Fil to wither iFh cumble/bow down Fuil to fade 
rYx Night igx to count 
qKqu Throne qIrQ shrine qin body qwrw star 
Ql Land QlI desert Qwlu dish 
dIvw Oil lamp drvwxI doorkeeper drvys beggar 
DIA Daughter Ddwn grain/rice DrqI earth 
nwgu Snake nIr lakes nvhwix young woman 
pgrI Turban prvwru  family pIr (spiritual) guide 
Pl Fruit Pul flower PoiV break 
bIij Seed bih to sit bUAwV sesame 
Bin To speak Bwrw heavy Bvjl world-ocean 
mhlu Mansion mwey mother mUrq image msqik forehead 
Xwr Friend 
rqn Jewel rbwbw rabab rwjw king rwj loyalty 
iliK To write lwil crimson red lK thousand 
vyK To look vyc to sell 
piV To read igVvVrI (like) the mountain 
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Word Definition: English/ Pañjābī  

Picture            Use it in a sentence 
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Grade: 3 
Lesson Number: 6 
Course: Bolī 
Title:  Oral Reading and Comprehension 

Standards 
Standard 1:  Oral and Silent Reading 

• Students achieve fluent oral and silent reading, through understanding of basic
features of reading, including letter patterns and their translation into spoken 
language. 
o Students use sentence and word context to find the meaning of unknown words.
o Students use dictionary to learn the meaning and features of unknown words.
o Students read aloud fluently and accurately and with appropriate intonation and

expression.

Standard 2:  Comprehension of Appropriate Passages 
• Students comprehend grade-appropriate reading passages and summarize the

materials. 
o Students demonstrate comprehension by identifying answers in the text.
o Students recall major points in the text and make and modify predictions about

forthcoming information.

Objectives 
1. Students will write predictions in Gurmukhī based on the title.
2. Students will read a passage.
3. Students will circle or highlight any words that they do not understand.
4. Students will demonstrate their understanding through answering comprehension

questions.

Prerequisites 
• Dictionary - Lesson I activities need to be completed prior to this lesson.

Materials 
• English-Pañjābī Dictionary ISBN 81-7380-095-2
• Pañjābī-English Dictionary ISBN 81-7380-096-1
• Gurmukhī alphabet chart
• Highlighters
• Class set of passage below: iqMn im~qr, AmrdIp pMjwbI pwT mwlw 1

• Pencils
• Chart paper
• Markers
• Notebook paper
• Index cards
• Plain paper 8 ½ x 11
• Color pencils, markers, crayons, etc…
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Advanced Preparation 

• Read the passage and make a list of any words that you feel that students might 
struggle with.  

• Write down vocabulary on index cards. 
 

Engagement (20 minutes) 
• Greet the students and have them get settled. 
• Ask students to make sure their names are on their Dictionary Skills worksheet 

completed for homework from the previous class.  
• Explain to students that today they will read the passage: “iqMn im~qr (tinn mittar).” 
• Write the title on the board. 
• Ask student to take out a piece of lined paper and write down the title. Next ask them 

to make a prediction about what the passage will be about. They need to write their 
predictions in Pañjābī.  

• Have students share their prediction out-loud or with a neighbor.  
 

Exploration (30 minutes) 
• Students will put their predictions away and will be given a highlighter and a copy of 

the passage.  
• The class will read the passage together. As the class is reading, students will 

highlight any words that they did not understand. 
• Next, the class will read the passage one more time and the class will discuss the 

words that they did not understand.  
• Ask students to share words that they had highlighted. Write these words on the 

board. 
• Once all the words are written, see if students can figure out the meaning of a word 

by reading it in context (i.e., read the word as it was written in the sentence). 
• Explain to students that this is a great strategy in figuring out new vocabulary.  
• Once you have gone through some of the words tell students that you are going to 

break them into groups and their group will be responsible for figuring out some 
words from the passage. Feel free to add other words from the passage:  
Gu~gI, slwh, bwldw, au~qr, ivcwrw, iek~lIAW, dwA, clwkI, smJdI, is~iKAw, bhwdrI, rl 
(ghuggI, salAh, bAldA, uttar, vicArA, ikallIAM, dAa, calAkI, samjhadI, sikkhiA, 
bahAdarI, ral).  

• Divide students into groups of three to four students and assign each group two to
three words. See if students can go back and find the words and understand them in 
the context of the passage.   

• If students are not able to understand the meaning from the context, allow them to 
find the definitions in the dictionaries. 

• If some groups finish before others, ask them to write in Pañjābī whether their 
prediction was correct or not. Next, they will write a five to seven (or more) sentence 
summary about what happened in the story. In the summary, students must also write 
the moral of the story. 
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Explanation/Extension (10 minutes) 

• Have students sit in a circle and orally tell the story in Pañjābī. The story needs to be 
told in sequence. The first student will say what happened first, next, and then finally. 
If the story is finished and some students still have not had a chance to share, allow 
them to read their summaries or the story.  

 
Evaluation (On-going) 

• Teacher will be able to evaluate the student’s comprehension by observing them in 
their group trying to figure out the meaning of the word, reading their summary and 
hearing them add-on to the oral sequencing activity at the end of the day.  
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Teacher Resources 
 
iqMn im~qr 
 
ie~k sI kW, ie~k sI icVI, qy ie~k sI Gu~gI[ iqMnW ny rl ky KIr bxwaux dI slwh kIqI[ kW du~D 
ilAwieAw[ icVI cOl ilAweI[ Gu~gI KMf ilAweI[ iqMnW ny rl ky KIr bxweI[ kW A~g bwldw sI[ 
 
KIr iqAwr ho geI[ kW nhwaux clw igAw[ icVI Gu~gI nMU kihx lgI “kW clw igAw hY[ Aw AwpW swrI 
KIr Kw leIey[” Gu~gI ny juAwb id~qw, “nw BYx, ieh TIk nhIN[ AwpW rl ky KIr bxweI hY, AwpW rlky 
hI KwvWgy[ auh ivcwrw qW A~g bwldw irhw hY[” 
 
icVI ny iPr ikhw, “mYN qW l~gI hW Kwx[ mYnMU bhuq Bu~K lgI hoeI hY[ mYN nhIN iksy nMU aufIkxw[”
 
Gu~gI ny smJwieAw, “kW AwpW dw vIr hY[ AwpW Awpxy vIr nwl DoKw nhIN krnw[ AwpW ieauN 
iek`lIAW corI KIr KWdIAW cMgIAW nhIN l`gdIAW[ mYnMU pqw hY ie~k vwrI qMU qy kW ny rl ky iK`cVI 
bxweI sI[ kW nhwaux clw igAw sI qMU iek`lI iK`cVI Kw ky au~f geI sI[ A~j mYN ieauN nhIN krn 
idAWgI[ rl ky AwpW KIr bxweI hY[ rl ky hI KwvWgy[ dwA mwrnw cMgw nhIN[ qUM ieauN clwkI nwl 
KIr Kwx nUM idl pRcwvw smJdI eyN[ ieh TIk nhIN[ 
 
AYny nUM kW vI Aw igAw[ kW ny Gu~gI dIAW ku~J g~lW sux leIAW sn[ kW ny Gu`gI nMU ikhw, “BYx jI, 
A~j qusIN sohxI is`iKAw id~qI hY[ A~gy qW AsIN dwA mwr ky ie~k dUjy dw ih~sw Kwxw bhwdrI smJdy 
rhy hW[” 
 
Gu~gI ny ikhw, “rl ky bxweI cIz rl ky Kwx nwl hI KSI iml skdI hY[” iqnW ny rl ky KIr KwdI[ 
 
 
- AmrdIp pMjwbI pwT mwlw 1, p. 32-33
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